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MINUTES 
May 11, 2015 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
Call to order:  Time: 6:29PM 
 
1. The pledge of allegiance 
 
2. Roll Call:       

 Present Absent 

Mayor Karl Popoff X  

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey 
STARTING VOTE 

X  

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X  

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X  

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X  

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X  

City Administrator  Jodi Fritts X  

Student Liaison VACANT   

 
3. Special Orders of Business:  

a. Interview potential Planning Commission member: Summer Matteson 

Summer Matteson turned in an application to be on the Planning Commission. Matteson 
spoke of her interest in being on the Planning Commission, and with two vacancies she 
would like to see them filled with people who have a passion for the activities going on in 
the community. Matteson answered questions put to her by the Council members. 
 
The Mayor said that he would like to appoint Matteson to the Planning Commission with 
the Council’s consent. 

  
MOTION: Councilor Tamie Kaufman made the motion to adopt Resolution R1415-18, a 
resolution confirming appointments to the Planning Commission and setting terms of 
office. Councilor Doug Brand seconded the motion.  
 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

ALL CONSENTING    
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Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate. No further discussion. 
Mayor Popoff called the question. 
 

  
4. Consent Calendar: 

None Scheduled  
There was no consent calendar. 
  
5. Citizens Comments 
 As presented to the Mayor at the beginning of the meeting 

There were no citizens’ comments presented to the Mayor. 
 
6. Public Hearing  

a. J & S Speedy Mart Liquor License Request 

The Mayor opened the public hearing at 6:35PM. 
 
The Mayor said that the liquor license application looks appropriate, and it essentially is 
assuming a license that is held by Gray Whales now. 
 
City Administrator Jodi Fritts told the Council that in the last week or so a representative 
from OLCC came down and gave information regarding reasons they can deny or restrict a 
liquor license, and she said she included that information in their packets.   
 
The Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:38PM. 

 

MOTION: Councilor Melinda McVey made the motion that the Council recommends to 
OLCC that the request for a Change of Ownership and Off-Premise Alcohol Sales 
requested by J & S Speedy Mart be granted. Councilor Larry Brennan seconded the 
motion.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate. No further discussion. 
Mayor Popoff called the question. 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

MOTION CARRIES UNANIMOUSLY 5 0 0 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   
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b. CTR COLA request 

The Mayor opened the public hearing at 6:38PM. 
 
Pete Smart of Curry Transit & Recycling appeared to request what is a yearly COLA increase.  
He said the rate increase they’re requesting is 1.13%, which equates to a $0.24 per month 
adjustment for the first can on a monthly pickup. 
 
Councilor Becky Campbell asked Smart when the last COLA was put into effect. Smart 
responded that it was last year. 
 
Councilor McVey asked Smart what the monthly fee would go to. Smart responded that 
currently it’s $21.63 monthly and it would raise to $21.87, and it would go into effect July 1 
if the Council approves the COLA. 
 
The Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:42PM.  
 
MOTION: Councilor Tamie Kaufman made the motion to adopt Resolution R1415-17, a 
resolution approving Curry Transfer & Recycling rate adjustment and repealing Resolution 
R1314-14 and any other resolutions that may be in conflict. Councilor Larry Brennan 
seconded the motion.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate. No further discussion. 
Mayor Popoff called the question. 

 

City Council meeting suspended at 6:34PM for the Urban Renewal Agency meeting.  
 

c. Minor Amendment to URD boundary 

Urban Renewal Agency meeting called to order at 6:34PM. 
 
CA Fritts explained that when the City adopted the Urban Renewal Plan there were 
projected assessment rates, but until the adopted plan was turned in to the county 
assessor, the exact frozen tax base wasn’t known until they calculated it. Once it was 
calculated, it ended up being slightly more than what was projected in the plan.  Because it 
is over the amount statutorily allowed, the tax base needed to be reduced to under $5 

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

MOTION CARRIES UNANIMOUSLY 5 0 0 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

MOTION CARRIES UNANIMOUSLY 5 0 0 
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million. Fritts said when she spoke to the Urban Renewal contractor, it was decided that 
two large parcels on the very south end should be taken out because, A, it would make it 
easier for the boundary change and, B, to have as few parcels possible to get the most 
amount of assessment. She told the Council that the Urban Renewal contractor is working 
with the Department of Revenue, who assist Urban Renewal agencies. Fritts told the 
Council that we are going to say for this year we realize that we don’t have an exact amount 
on what it is and so we are asking the assessor to allow us to under levy, meaning take less 
than what we would be statutorily allowed, so that way we will at least get some tax 
increment financing for this year because last year we didn’t get any.  
 
There was a short discussion among the council members, and then the Mayor asked if 
anyone in the audience wanted to speak in regards to the Urban Renewal Boundary. 
Beth Barker-Hidalgo told the Council that she thought she was a citizen participant in the 
Urban Renewal Agency and that she had not heard of any activities related to the Urban 
Renewal Agency. Fritts responded that the reason for that is because this has been in limbo 
for the past year and there hasn’t been anything to discuss. Until there’s money there are 
no projects.  
 
MOTION: Councilor Tamie Kaufman made the motion to approve Resolution UR R1415-
01, the Urban Renewal Agency, a resolution approving a minor amendment to the Gold 
Beach Urban Renewal Plan removing property from the Gold Beach Urban Renewal Area. 
Councilor Melinda McVey seconded the motion.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate. No further discussion. 
Mayor Popoff called the question. 

 
MOTION: Councilor Tamie Kaufman made the motion to adopt Resolution UR R1415-02, a 
resolution approving an under levy request for fiscal year 2015-2016 and consulting and 
conferring with taxing districts. Councilor Melinda McVey seconded the motion.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate. No further discussion. 
Mayor Popoff called the question. 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

MOTION CARRIES UNANIMOUSLY 5 0 0 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   
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Councilor Kaufman made a suggestion to label the Urban Renewal Agency’s resolutions 
differently so that they’re easier to differentiate. Fritts said that she could add a UR in front 
of the resolution numbers. 
 
The Urban Renewal Agency meeting adjourns and the City Council meeting resumed at 
6:54PM. 
 
7. Citizen Requested Agenda Items  

None scheduled 
 

8. Public Contracts and Purchasing  
a. Review of bids for Dangerous Building removal 

CA Fritts recapped that the Council had directed her to advertise for bids for the building 
removal at 94223 First Street. There were three bids received:  Halco Contracting, 
$7,550.00; Waibel Septic & Excavating, $14,499.00; JC Land Clearing, $7,400.00. She told 
the Council that all of the bids excluded asbestos removal. If the Council decides to award a 
contract, then there will be an asbestos inspection done. 
 
There was discussion regarding the disparity in the amounts of the one bid compared to the 
other two and about how the inspection may or may not find asbestos. Councilor McVey 
said she liked the idea that Halco Contracting made a note about the lead-based paint, 
where the other two bidders did not. She said she was impressed that they were very 
conscientious about what they were getting into.  
 
Councilor Kaufman told the Council she thinks that the removal of the building is bad policy 
and that the Council should not do this.  
 
MOTION: Councilor Melinda McVey made the motion that she would like to submit the 
job to Halco Contracting out of Brookings. Councilor Becky Campbell seconded the 
motion.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate.  
 
Councilor Kaufman asked if the Council is opening itself up to a lawsuit because the lowest 
bidder didn’t get the job and there’s no reason not to give it to the lowest bidder. Fritts 
answered that the Council is required to take the one that is the lowest responsive bidder. 
She said that Councilor McVey had mentioned she thought Halco was the better choice 
because they mentioned the lead. She explained why being the lowest bidder doesn’t 
always mean that they are awarded the contract.  
 
Councilor McVey said if it would make Councilor Kaufman feel a little bit better she did 

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

MOTION CARRIES UNANIMOUSLY 5 0 0 
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notice that Halco Contracting in his bid gave a breakdown of exactly what he was going to 
do; whereas, JC Land Clearing’s bid had a large paragraph about suing the City if it didn’t 
pay them and not much in the way of a breakdown.  
 
Councilor Brand said that he believes what Councilor Kaufman is trying to get across is once 
the Council does this, it’s setting a precedent and the Council has nothing in place to stop 
the next ones from coming and how does the City recover the funds expended.  He said 
until the Council has some teeth in place on how to recoup costs, he thinks that the Council 
should hold off.  
 
Councilor Brennan stated that his only comment is that it’s in close proximity to a 
neighboring house and some kind of action needs to be taken to protect that house from 
like a fire.  
 
The Mayor said the Council, in essence, gave its word.  He said that in the future the Council 
may be able to change the ordinances a little bit so they don’t run into this on a consistent 
basis, but the Council had given its word and it is a safety issue.  
 
Councilor Kaufman said that just as a matter of principle the City is laying off a staff member 
this next year and one of the reasons for that is the Council doing stuff like this. She said she 
didn’t feel good about it. She said the building could be boarded up and be safe enough for 
now and the owners should be encouraged to sell it and take care of it themselves.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any further discussion or debate.  No further 
discussion. Mayor Popoff called the question. 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Larry Brennan made the motion to approve Resolution R1415-16, a 
resolution to award a contract to abate a dangerous building located at 94223 First Street.  
Councilor Becky Campbell seconded the motion.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate. No further discussion. 
Mayor Popoff called the question. 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand  X  

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman  X  

MOTION CARRIES  3 ayes, 2 nays 3 2 0 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   
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9. Ordinances & Resolutions  

a. Resolution R1415-17 CTR COLA 

See above in the Public Hearing section, 6 b.  
 

b. Second Reading Ordinance No. 654 Bee Amendment  
 

MOTION: Councilor Tamie Kaufman made the motion the Council pass Ordinance No. 654 
by title only. Councilor Melinda McVey seconded the motion.  
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate. No further discussion. 
Mayor Popoff called the question. 

 
 CA Fritts read Ordinance 654 into the record by title only, second reading,  

 
c. Resolution R1415-16 Awarding Contract for Dangerous Building abatement  

Addressed in Public Contracts and Purchasing  (a). 
 
d. Resolution R1415-18 planning commission appointment 

Addressed in Special Orders of Business (a). 
  
10. Miscellaneous Items (including policy discussions and determinations)  

a. REVISIT: Plastic Bag Ban for School $$ 

The Mayor thanked Councilor Kaufman for the information that she gathered and shared 
with regard to the plastic bag ban. He said that it really opened his eyes. There was 
discussion regarding whether to postpone discussion of the plastic bag issue until all of the 
councilors had time to review both sides. The consensus was to allow the people in the 
audience a chance to speak. 
 
Greg Marstall, manager at McKay’s Market, addressed the Council, saying that when he 
came to the March meeting he only had an estimate of the number of plastic bags used in 
his store. In April the bags were kept track of, and 56,000 plastic bags were used. The plastic 
bags cost 2.3 cents each, with $1,288.00 a month spent on plastic bags. He said paper bags 
are 8.8 cents each. If plastic bags were replaced with paper, it would cost close to $5,000 

Council Position #4  Doug Brand  X  

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman  X  

MOTION CARRIES  3 ayes, 2 nays 3 2 0 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Becky Campbell X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

MOTION CARRIES UNANIMOUSLY    
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monthly. He said it would cost McKay’s approximately $3,600 a month more, about $43,000 
a year.  
If the store charges a nickel for every paper bag and the nickel goes to the school, he said 
they would be writing checks to the school in the neighborhood of $33,000. 
 
He mentioned that McKay’s has an Advantage Program where the customer can save their 
cash register receipts and donate them, and it directly benefits an estimated 20 non-profits 
within the Gold Beach community.  
 
Marstall answered questions from the Councilors regarding the costs and how it would 
affect the store. 
 
Amy Timeus spoke to the Council regarding the paper versus plastic bag issue. She said that 
she wanted people to get away from using plastic altogether, have paper bags as an option, 
but ultimately use the reusable cloth bags. She explained the environmental impacts of 
plastic bags.  She said that the positives far outweigh the negatives, that no one is going to 
know how big of a hit it will be to the stores or how big of a benefit to the schools until it’s 
implemented. She said the numbers that Marstall gave to the Council are pretty irrelevant. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion, the Mayor said that he is of the opinion personally that time 
be taken to investigate this further and become more familiar with what is being proposed 
and asked for input from the Council.  Councilor McVey said she’s changed her mind a little 
bit since the last meeting, but not sure if the Council should take the initiative. Councilor 
Brennan asked if it would be considered a tax and has to be voted on by the City Council or 
does it have to be voted on by the citizens of the city.  CA Fritts responded that the Council 
could enact this or it could be put on a ballot measure for the November election. Councilor 
Kaufman asked what it would cost to put this on the ballot. Fritts responded that it would 
be about $1,800. Councilor Brand asked Timeus if it wouldn’t be more prudent to ask the 
citizens in the community, who this will impact, to make the decision rather than the City 
Council. Timeus responded that she would like to not see any cost. If the Council decides, 
then there will be no cost in having to put it on the ballot.  
 
Tony Timeus explained that with his job with UPS he literally drives everywhere in the 
county, and he sees the issue of plastic bags being blown all over. He discussed his concerns 
for the environment and thinks that the plastic bag ban would be a win-win for everyone. 
 
The Council discussed what they would like to do going forward, and the consensus was to 
put a questionnaire with the water bill and to put a survey on the City’s website to get some 
feedback. 
 

b. Staff request to review drug use policy RE: recreational marijuana 

CA Fritts told the Council she wanted to bring up the drug use policy as the Council is the 
policymakers and she implements the policies. After discussion, there was a poll taken on 
leaving the drug use policy the way it is written currently.  The vote was 5-0 to leave it as is. 
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c. Graffiti info from other cities 

The Council will hold off on graffiti discussion until they discuss nuisance ordinance updates 
in the summer.  

 
11. City Administrator’s Report 
 To be presented at the meeting 

CA Fritts presented her monthly report which is attached to these minutes. 
 
12. Mayor and Council Member Comments 

a. Mayor Karl Popoff :  Speaking in regards to the new hospital, “This has been 
somewhat distressing to me personally as far as the safety of this town is 
concerned, the safety of the citizens within this district, within this county, 
and to see these people do their level best to undermine all of the work that 
has been put in, the very fact we’ve had this hospital here since 1951, for 
crying out loud, and all we are doing is replacing something with something 
that is much better capable of being able to provide, and not only provide, 
but do it in a safer manner. I don’t know what their problem is other than the 
fact that I think that they want everybody to live within the confines of one 
of the larger cities, you know, put us all in the valley, and then leave this all 
to the bears and the wolves.” 
 

b. Councilors 
1) Melinda McVey:  No comments. 
2) Larry Brennan:  No comments. 
3) Becky Campbell:  No comments. 
4) Doug Brand:  No comments. 

5) Tamie Kaufman:   “In the Administrator’s paperwork is the article about 
Senate Bill 778. I took the time to actually watch that public hearing. 
They are calling Gold Beach stupid, and I want to remind everybody 
that we are not building a hospital is a new location. We are not 
building it in the current tsunami inundation zone. We are building it 
where DOGAMI would like to eventually, if they get enough public 
input, move it there, but they haven’t even started that process. We 
made a logical decision to put it in a safe place, and we are not stupid.  
They are not going to give up on this, so we need to watch this 
carefully. I spoke with both Senator Kruse and Krieger about it. They 
are going help us keep an eye on it. They also think it’s a bunch of 
hogwash. I don’t know why they’re doing this, but Ian Madin is now 
the interim geologist. Vicki McConnell that was the geologist for the 
State actually reminded everybody that there is a public process. We 
don’t have that anymore. Now we’ve got the guy that wants to hurt 
the coastal areas. We just have to watch this. If anybody sees 
anything, please let me know, let our representatives know, and we’ll 
try to stop them.” 

 
c. Student Liaison, Vacant 
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13. Citizens Comments 
 As presented to the Mayor at the beginning of the meeting  
None presented. 
  
14. Executive Session 

None scheduled 
No executive session was held. 
 
The next scheduled meeting of the Gold Beach City Council is Monday, June 8, 2015, at 6:30PM in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall, 29592 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, Oregon.  
 

MOTION: Councilor Larry Brennan made the motion to adjourn.  Councilor Doug Brand 
seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Karl Popoff asked if there was any discussion or debate.  No further discussion.  
Mayor Popoff called the question.   
 

 

 
15. Adjourn Time:  8:35PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Record of Vote Ayes Nays Abstain 

Council Position #1  Melinda McVey X   

Council Position #2  Larry Brennan X   

Council Position #3  Brice Gregory X   

Council Position #4  Doug Brand X   

Council Position #5  Tamie Kaufman X   

MOTION CARRIES UNANIMOUSLY 5 0 0 


